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>When the Man in the Moon brought together the Guardians, he warned them that they would face

some terrible evils as they strove to protect the children of earth. But nothing could have prepared

them for this: Pitch has disappeared and taken Katherine with him. And now the Guardians are not

only down one member, but a young girl is missing. Fortunately, MiM knows just the man to join the

team. Sanderson ManSnoozyâ€”known in most circles as the Sandmanâ€”may be sleepy, but

heâ€™s also stalwart and clever and has a precocious ability to utilize sand in myriad ways. If the

other Guardians can just convince Sandy that good can triumph evil, that good dreams can banish

nightmares, theyâ€™ll have themselves quite a squad. But if they canâ€™tâ€¦they might never see

Katherine again.
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In many ways, this book gives us a lot of more exploration on some parts. We learn a lot more about

Pitch Black and Mother Nature's tragic backstory, but it feels as if it comes at a price, which is that

the story feels far too fast paced, while it at the same time is lacking some important points that

seemed incredibly important in the other books (such as a locket that was rather vital in the second

book and a bit in the third book). The theory behind this, might be the rush there has been, and



possible a couple of editings that doesn't seem to quite fit. Another is that Mr. Joyce might be

rushing to try and fit the universe of his books together with the universe of the Rise of the

Guardians film, which shouldn't be necessary.Aside from that, some parts of this book still continue

to rise more questions, which will hopefully be resolved in what seems to be the final book of the

series. We will just have to wait and see.On a more positive note, the book did have some cute

moments, as well as some really funny ones. Despite the negative points that I have already

mentioned, I enjoyed the book and I hope others will too.

Let's face it, the third book ended on a nasty cliffhanger. Thankfully it's resolved, but honestly, the

whole thing feels somewhat rushed. A friend of mine said it felt like watching a movie on TV, that

had been edited for time, and parts were missing. It's obvious that time is passing (and has passed),

and while the writing is delightful, there's just the nagging sense that there should be more. Now, I'm

not part of the targeted age group for this series. In fact, I love how 'retro' the storytelling and the

illustrations are. But there is something about the concept that caught my interest and brought me

into the world that Joyce has created. There's one more chapter book to go, but I'm going to hope

for some short stories and picture books to further expand upon the Guardians.

I love William Joyceâ€™s Guardians of Childhood series. The picture books, the novels, the

movieâ€¦ theyâ€™re all a lot of fun. Iâ€™m sad that the movieâ€”which is really goodâ€”didnâ€™t

seem to get much attention, and Iâ€™m sad that it appears that the next novel looks like itâ€™s the

last one. Still, theyâ€™re all quick enough reads that I can go back and read them all over

again.This latest novel brings the character of Sanderson Mansnoozie, the Sandman (geddit?) into

the fray, after having had his origin told in a picture book. While each book in the series builds from

the last, this one is very much an installment in a serialized tale. Following the capture of young

Katherine in the previous volume, the Guardians search for their friend. Along the way, we learn

more about the evil Pitch, his daughter, Mother Nature, and we see the Guardians begin to set

things up for what may be the final battle.As with previous books in the series, I really enjoy the

mythology Joyce is building. Itâ€™s an epic adventure featuring Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, and

Mother Goose, but it neither feels silly nor overly serious. The books have the tone of an oral

folktale, one that has been told again and again over generations. And yet, they also feel focused

and detailed. While this time around, we donâ€™t get too much insight into most of the characters,

we do learn a great deal about Pitch, Sandman, and Nightlight.Unfortunately, it felt as if this volume

had fewer illustrations than previous ones. I really enjoy Joyceâ€™s artwork, so that was a shame.



Also, this feels less like a complete installment than setup for what will come next. Having said that,

the background information this book provides more than makes up for that. And since I am totally

enjoying the series as a whole, Iâ€™m okay with installments that expect me to read what came

before and what will come next.

This entire series is great, and stands well alongside the movie without either detracting from the

other (as often happens with movie adaptations)! It's the perfect mix of action/adventure and

whimsy for bedtime reading with the kids, and it entertaining enough for the adults involved too.

Can't wait for the final book to drop!

William Joyce has become one of my favorite authors with his imaginative, heartfelt, and inventive

stories. I would have to say that this book is probably his best work yet.Suspenseful, gripping, and

all over a wonderful continuation of the Guardians of Childhood series.If you haven't picked up this

series yet (no matter your age) I suggest you at least give it a shot. I've converted many a picky

reader it's that good.

The Guardian series a fabulous set of books and lovely companion to the movie Rise of the

Guardians. They are a beautiful way to help stir a child's imagination to go beyond what was already

put in front of them by the movie. The Sandman is the fourth book in the Guardian series and a

lovely continuation of an on-going storyline created Joyce in his previous books. I am looking

forward to sharing these stories with my nieces, and waiting patiently for the fifth book. These books

are imagination at their finest.

As I wrote before, I've read science fiction, history, and several good war novels. But every once in

a while it's nice to be able to read a book for younger readers. The Guardian trilogy was superb and

this book is just as good. I recommend these books to anyone who likes to read.
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